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_Certificate of Participation |~

This is to certify that

. K. Mahalakshmi of Sri Sarada college for women, Tiruneiveli has

participated in the International Workshop on Micrealgal Technology organized by .

Marian Star Centre, Department of Botany, St. Mary’s College (Autonomous),

Thoothukudi, sponsored by the Department of Biotechnology, New Delhi from 16* to

% 18" February 2022.
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» Report

Workshop on Microalgal Technology

16.2.2022 to 18.2.2022
The Marian Star Centre, Department of Botany St. Mary’s College (Autonomous),

Thoothukudi organized an International Workshop on Microalgal technology, sponsored by The
Department of Biotechnoloy, New Delhi under the Star college programme from 16™ February
2022 to 18™February 2022. The first day of the workshop started with the Prayer song followed
by the formal welcome address by Dr. M. Glory, Head and Associate Professor of Botany. Rev.
Sr. Dr. A.S.J. Lucia Rose, Principal, St. Mary’s College (Autonomous), Thoothukudi gave the
presidential address. The first session started by introducing the resource person of the day Dr.
Obulisamy Parthiba Karthikeyan, Research Scientist and Lecturer, Department of Civil and
Environmental engineering, South Dal'cota School of Mines and Technology, USA. He gave the
lecture on the topic “Microalgae: a biofactory for valuable products.” He gave a brief introduction
about the microalgae culture and identification. He also threw light on how this can be used to
generate valuable products. He shared numerous papers and example to explain the same. The
session was concluded with the vote of thanks. Finally, Google form was shared with the

participants to get their feedback. About 89 participants have benefitted from today’s programme.

2" Day (14.02.2022) of International Workshop on Microalgal technology was organized
by Marian Star Centre, Department of Botany St. Mary’s College (Autonomous), Thoothukudi.
Dr. P. Santhanam, Associate Professor, Department of Marine Science, School of Marine
Sciences, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli was the resource person. The Morning session
was started at 9.00 a.m. with a prayer song and it was followed by welcome address and virtual
group photo session. Dr. Santhanam delivered a talk on “Harmful Algal Blooms: Causes, Impacts
and Mitigation Strategies™ He started his lecture by focusing on marine ecosystem and food chain.
He clearly defined the harmful algal blooms and its effect on the ecosystem. Different types of
algal blodms, its favorable conditions, colour change in the water bodies, distribution of harmful
species and the effect of toxicity were discussed with the participants. At the end of his talk he
discussed about the control measures to overcome the algal bloom. He concluded that microalgae
is a source of nutrition for all the organisms but when a species of diatoms, blue green algae etc.,
dominates in a particular area, it creates a serious problem to the ecosystem where it presents.

The morning session of 2™ day was concluded with the vote of



thanks. Finally, Google form was shared with the participants to get their feedback. About 69

participants have benefitted from today’s programme.

The 2™ day (14.02.2022), the second session of the International Workshop on Microalgal
Technology was organized by Marian Star Centre, Department of Botany, St. Mary’s College
(Autonomous), Thoothukudi and sponsored by the Department of Biotechnology, Star College
Scheme, New Delhi started with invocation of God blessing. Dr. B. Maria Sumathi, Assistant
Professor, Department of Botany, St. Mary’s College (Autonomous) Thoothukudi introduced and
welcome the chief guest of the session Dr. P. Anantharaman, Professor and Dean, Centre of
Advanced Study in Marine Biology, Faculty of Marine Sciences, Annamalai University,
Paragipettai, Tamilnadu. The expert speaker Dr. P. Anantharaman, addresses the participants on
the topic *Microalgal Culture Techniques”. He clearly explained the structure, importance and
cultural techniques of microalgae. Participants enthusiastically raised questions and gain
knowledge of the answers given by Dr. P. Anantharaman. He enriched the interest and knowledge
of the participants by clearing their doubts. The session was quite interactive. Finally,Dr. B. Maria
Sumathi, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, St. Mary’s College (Autonomous)
Thoothukudi expressed her words of gratitude. About 83 participants have benefitted from today’s

programme.

The Day 3 (18. 02. 2022) session of Marine microplastic pollution — Threat to marine
environment, organized together by the Marine star centre and Dept. of Botany of St. Mary’s
college (Autonomous), Thoothukudi and sponsored by the DBT — Star college scheme, New Delhi.
The session was started at 9 am with a prayer song. Dr. P. Hermalin, Assistant Professor,
department of Botany welcomed Dr. R. Rajaram, the resource person of the day and the
Participants. Dr. R. Rajaram, Assistant Professor, Department of Marine Science, Bharathidasan
university, Trichy, introduced the participants and explained, what is microplastics and their types
and how it is hazards to the biodiversity. The meeting witnessed active participation and interaction
of the participants with the resource person. The session was concluded with the vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. P. Hermalin, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, St. Mary’s College
(Autonomous), Thoothukudi. Nearly 78 participants from various colleges all over the country

attended the programme.



The Valedictory of the workshop was organized at the end of the session. Dr. Sripriya, Assistant
Professor of Zoology, St. Mary’s College gave the valedictory address. The workshop came

to an end with the feedback of the participants and formal Vote of thanks.
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